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system based on a long tradition, the essential elements of which
were the cultivation of wheat, olives, fruit, and vines. Between
these extremes various intermediate types of farming existed
both in the central and the more western part of France, while
in the west there lay also vast and as yet unreclaimed stretches
of waste.

In France there had been no experience comparable with
the enclosure movement in England. It is true that enclosures
had taken place. There were whole provinces in which the
enclosed fields predominated. But such enclosures did not, as in
England, lead incidentally to improvements in technique.
Arthur Young writing in 1794 exclaimed, "the marvellous folly
is that in nine-tenths of the inclosures in France, the system of
management is precisely the same as in the open fields'.

Prior to the Revolution there were amongst the French
peasantry a considerable number who were proprietors of their
holdings; in particular these were to be found cin Flanders and
Artois, the Pyrennean Valley of Beam and the Rhine Valley
bottom in Alsace'.1 But much more numerous were the censiers,
who held land by an ancient cens or quit rent 'The most
favoured among them might owe cens and nothing else but a
fixed payment, akin to the fine in English copyhold tenure,
made when land subject to cens changed hands at death. As
cens and fine had usually been fixed generations or even centuries
back, and the purchasing power of money had steadily fallen,
the burden was singularly tolerable.'3 Some censiers held their
land subject to an uncertain fine, or to heavy personal obliga-
tions to their lord. At the bottom of the scale of landholding
peasantry came a small group known as mainmortables who owed
some manual services to their lord, and could not sell or be-
queath their land except to children of their own resident on the
land. Finally there were the agricultural labourers, a class
which contained few entirely landless individuals, but was
mainly composed of those who worked for wages because their
land was inadequate to provide support for the family.

Apart from  these classes there remain the metayers, an
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